
You want to lead? You pay! 
25 June 2017  

Sunday morning service  
Dr. Bill Carney 

There are no volunteers in the house; they are sons in the house and servants of God. 
Volunteers have options; sons don’t have options. 
You want to lead? Be willing to pay the price. 
 
If you're not willing to pay the price, nothing you say or do will be valuable. 
 
Matthew 22:14 
Many want to be called, but without obedience. 
You aren't effective because you want to be called, but you’re not willing to pay the price of obedience. 
 
Mark 8:34 
Many want to follow without the cross. 
The cross is about Jesus in you, not about your problem. 
The cross isn't suffering. 
You don't suffer for Jesus, you suffer for the things you like. 
Are you willing to be Christ-like? 
 
John 14:12 
Many want to accomplish things, but don't want to pay the price for faith. 
To do great things, you must believe that God is there for you. 
 
The unfaithful leaders who aren't willing to change, learn or improve themselves, we must: 
 
1. Retire them. 
2. Reposition them. 
 Take them aside - it's not saying no to them for good. 
 It's repositioning them so that  redemption can bring them back. 
 When Adam and Eve sinned, God repositioned them. 
3. Retrain them, if and when they are ready to learn. 
4. Rehire them, when they are ready for the task. 
 The disciples couldn't believe that Jesus was raised from the dead, but when Pentecost came and 
 something happened inside of them, then and they were rehired. 
 
If you want to serve and you want to lead - you pay. 
There is always cost and value in leadership. 
You don't want to pay more for what is less. 
How much do you value your leadership? 
When you look at what they are willing to pay, you will know how much they value it. 
Ministries are so weak because there is no leadership and the leader isn't willing to pay the price. 
Every leader must pay the price. 
If I don't pay the price, what kind of leader am I? 
  
Challenge: Give your utmost commitment to what God has called you to do. 
 
Get rid of your mind that you are volunteers. Volunteers means that what is left over you give to God. Get that 
out of your system. 
Most people say they will commit. 
Getting someone to say they will commit isn't a problem, but few people will commit to what they say. 
When the tyre hits the rope, how many will still be committed? 
 
 
 



Matthew 26:33-39 
Jesus went back to the garden to bring redemption. 
If you are hostile to it or in disobedience, you will not be allowed to enter. 
Judas was not allowed to enter. 
Judas was doing everything that the other disciples were doing, but he was never a friend of God, he was an 
enemy. 
Most of the disciples could only be brought to the garden. 
Most members you can only bring to enter the church and that's all. 
 
As a leader, God has given you a calling. 
There is a small group that you can talk with about how you feel because you aren't afraid of being 
misunderstood. 
There is a certain place that only the senior pastor can enter into - if just anyone could enter in, they would be 
senior pastors too. 
If your commitment is not total, you will never be committed enough to accomplish what God has called you to 
accomplish. 
 
Most believers are only involved in the physical part.  
"You want me to be there Pastor? If I'm not tired I am there."  
"You want me to be there? If I am not working I am there."  
Your commitment of "I am just there to help out." 
God wanted more than our body, He wanted our soul, our heart, our creativity. 
 
Those who entered the garden, Jesus asked them not just to watch, but to watch and pray. 
They were there in spirit. 
Involve yourself in your body, soul and spirit in what the leader is doing. 
This is called leadership. 
This is called the challenge of leadership. 
No one can take the place of the leader while the leader is still there. 
 
Real ministry takes place in the Holy of Holies. 
God does not need volunteers to build His house, He needs sons and daughters. 
Pay the price of responsibility, commitment and faith so that the house of God can be built. 
Any ministry that is less than body, soul and spirit won't be able to accomplish the things of God. 
 

 


