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We are at the end of a year and the beginning of a new one. So much has happened, good and bad and yet for most I 
think they are eager for this year to end and to start the new year. But are we truly ready for this new year, are we ready 
for what comes next? Good or bad. What is our stance, our perspective on things as the bride of Christ? What is our 
role? 

 

Are you ready? 

 

The Galilean marriage: 

The marriage covenant 

In ancient times, the father of the groom often selected a bride for his son, as did Abraham for his son Isaac (Genesis 
24:1-4). Marriage was looked upon as more of an alliance for reasons of survival or practicality, and the concept of 
romantic love remained a secondary issue, if considered at all. Romantic love grew over time. 

Traditionally when it was time for a man and woman to marry, in preparation for the betrothal ceremony, the bride and 
groom are separately immersed in water in a ritual called the mikvah, which is symbolic of spiritual cleansing.  

The prospective bridegroom's father and the bride’s father would first have to negotiate the price (mohair) he must pay 
to purchase her - recognizing that the bride would be a precious loss to her family. Once the father approves and the 
bridegroom paid the agreed purchase price, she was referred to as one who was "bought with a price," distinguishing 
her as an engaged woman.  

Taking a cup of wine, the groom drank from it and offered it to the woman, symbolically saying that he wanted to make 
a covenant and would be willing to give his life for her. Of course, the consent of the bride-to-be is an important 
consideration. The woman sealed the engagement by drinking from the same glass. 

Thus the marriage covenant was established and the couple was considered betrothed - promised to be married. From 
that moment on the bride was declared to be consecrated or sanctified – set apart exclusively for the bridegroom.  

 

The Bridegroom 

After having asked the girl to marry him, the groom then leaves the bride at her home and returns to his father’s house. 
In Galilean tradition, the betrothal period would last until the father of the bridegroom told his son the appropriate time 
for him to go and get his bride. Only the father knew when that time would be. 

In the meantime, the bridegroom would send gifts to the bride to remind her of his love and appreciation for her. During 
this period of separation, the bridegroom prepares a dwelling place for his bride to be. He does this by building new 
rooms onto his father's home.  

In Jesus' time, families, even extended families, usually lived together in clusters of buildings. These clusters were built 
around a central courtyard. Grandparents, cousins, uncles, and aunts all lived and interacted together in what was called 
the insula. The son, anxious to be married, waited for the day when his father declared that the building was complete. 
Then he could finally marry his bride and bring her to their new home.  

 

The Bride 

Meanwhile, the bride prepared herself and her bridesmaids for the day of her groom's return. Not knowing when the 
groom would come, wise brides made preparations immediately so they would not be caught unprepared. She would 
get her wedding garments, (trousseau) ready and her lamps filled with oil.  

You will notice, the bride and her bridesmaids had very short notice on the arrival of the bridegroom. They say the bride 
slept in her wedding dress because she wanted to be ready for him. She and her bridesmaids must be sure they have oil 
in their lamps when he comes. Otherwise, they would not be prepared to go out into the night. There would be no time 
to scurry around to find oil. 



The wedding day 

When the groom finally finished building and gained his father's approval, he would travel to his bride's village typically 
in the middle of the night, with his friends and with a shofar (a ram’s horn used as a trumpet) to announce to the bride 
that he was on his way. 

The bride would hear the shofar and know that her wedding day had arrived so that she could gather her belongings 
along with her attendants. They would go with the groom to the home he had prepared. 

The groom’s friends carried a litter - (platform with poles) for the bride to climb onto. When she was seated, the friends 
lifted the litter and carried her to her betrothed. 

 

The Marriage of the Lamb: 

Who will be the bride of Christ? 

Ephesians 1:4 

Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. …” 

Mark 16:16 

“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” 

The Bible says that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, the Life and no one comes to the Father but by Him. The bride is the 
church of Christ. They are the ones who love Jesus - His followers. They are those who have made a decision to serve 
Jesus with all of their heart, all of their soul, all of their being. They are the ones whom Jesus cleanses and purifies; they 
will be a glorious church without spot or wrinkle. In a word, holy (Ephesians 5:25-27). It is those of us who have started 
down the path that will lead to divine nature. (2 Peter 1:4) They are preparing themselves to be the bride of Christ. They 
are making themselves ready. 

 

Jesus the Bridegroom 

Ephesians 5:25-26  

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by 
the washing with water through the word, 

 

Jesus compared Himself to a bridegroom who paid a bride's price for the church. God the Father determined the price, 
Jesus the Bridegroom had to pay for His bride. Jesus willingly paid with His death on the cross in order to communicate 
His deep love for us. Jesus made this especially clear during the Last Supper. Taking a cup of wine in His hands, He told 
His disciples, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you" (Luke 22:20). No doubt His disciples 
immediately recognized the imagery of a marriage proposal. Just like us, they had to choose whether or not to drink 
from this cup – to accept this proposal. And they were able to picture the depths of Jesus' love, a love so deep that Jesus 
made a covenant with them and was willing to give His life for them. 

By using marriage imagery, Jesus said, in effect, "I love you as my bride, so I'll pay the bride price. I'll give up my life for 
you." Jesus presented a beautiful picture of heaven when He said, "In my Father's house are many rooms, I am going 
there to prepare a place for you" (John 14:2-3). Again Jesus is presented as a bridegroom, preparing new rooms for His 
followers in the insula of heaven. And one day He will return and take you to be with Him forever. Paul writes to the 
Corinthians – “You are not your own; you were bought at a price" (1 Corinthians 6:19). His words reminded Jesus' 
believers that they are His bride-to-be, waiting for the day when He would return and take them home. 

When Jesus described His second coming, He again used the picture of a young bridegroom, waiting for his father's 
approval to return for his bride: "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, not the Son, but 
only the Father" (Matthew 24:36). 

 

The Church – The Bride of Christ 

Revelation 19:8 

“And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the 
saints.” 

 



John 16:17 

Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come 
to you. But if I go, I will send Him to you. 

 

The bride of Christ makes herself ready for Him. Every second she has on this earth is used to prepare herself for her 
Bridegroom. Her fine linen is not something given to her during the marriage feast but it is something she has made 
herself during her time on earth by walking in righteousness. Our bridegroom also gives us the gift of the Holy Spirit to 
help us to get ready for His return. 

 

Revelation 19:7, 9 

“For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself ready… Blessed are those who are invited to the 
wedding supper of the Lamb!” 

 

Matthew 22:14 

“Many are called, but few are chosen.” 

 

Many invitations are sent out, but not many choose to answer. To be a part of the bride of Christ you need to answer 
that call, and start following Jesus in the way He Himself has gone. This time on earth is a time of being set apart for 
Jesus Christ. Imagine the bridal couples love for one another, and how they long to be reunited. In the same way, we as 
the bride want to be near Jesus, her heavenly Bridegroom. She will do everything and anything, she will pay whatever it 
costs, in order to be worthy of Him and be with Him. Jesus will fetch His bride as soon as she is ready. Time is short, but 
there is still a time of grace for the bride to prepare herself, and it’s still possible to heed the call.  

 

The marriage of the Lamb 

Matthew 24:31-32 

At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see 
the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. And He will send His angels with a loud 
trumpet call, and they will gather His elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 

Finally, when the bride is ready to meet the Bridegroom, Jesus Christ will return to fetch His beloved. After so many 
years of tribulation they can finally be united! All the heavens will rejoice in celebration of this event and there will be a 
tremendous marriage feast! (Revelation 19:7-8) 

Now the bride can be with the bridegroom. The long night is over. Now she has been perfected. She is perfectly united 
with Jesus in will, in purpose, in nature. Never to be parted for all of eternity. (1 Corinthians 6:17) They are standing 
there in heaven; a throng of warriors and heroes dressed in pure white – an army that has paid the price and given 
everything to be cleansed and purified and transformed into Christ’s image. They are shining brighter than the sun, 
shining with a purity equal to Christ Himself. They are holy. They are His. 

The bride of Christ has a very special calling. She is seated beside Him - she has suffered as He has on earth and now she 
has her reward. It is a reward far greater than any given to anybody else in heaven or on earth. She is set above angels, 
above cherubim, above all of God’s creation, to be a partner and a helper to God’s very Son Himself. There is no greater 
use of our time on earth than to prepare for the day of His coming, in earnest expectation. To be so in love with Jesus 
Christ that the lives we live here on earth are worthy of the bride He wants to marry. 

 

Are you ready? 

Answering the call to be the bride is the first step. It’s as simple as deciding, “I want to serve God with all my heart.” The 
way to go after this is described in Colossians 3:1-17. The bride of Christ sets her mind on things above. The bride is 
patient, humble, longsuffering, and does everything in the name of the Lord Jesus. The only thing she wants is to hasten 
the day of His return. (2 Peter 3:12) To become purified and cleansed as He is pure, and be transformed into divine 
nature like His. (1 John 3:2-3) So she becomes holy as He is holy. These are the righteous acts of the saints as described 
in Revelation 19:8. 



Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

 

2 Peter 3:10 

“The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up” 

(see also 1 Thessalonians 5:2)  

 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 

 

John 14:1-3 

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in Me. In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not 
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to Myself, that where I am you may be also. 

 

Revelations 22:12 

“Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with Me, to repay everyone for what he has done. 

 

BE READY, GET PREPARED! 


