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The word I am going to share today is about Joshua, taking the people into the promised land. This is a story you’ve 
heard before, but I trust that the Lord will bring fresh revelation upon His word today. 

 

SCENE 1: 

The Promise 

We can start in Exodus 33:1-3 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Leave this place, you and the people you brought up out of Egypt, and go up to the land I 
promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I will send an angel before you 
and drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. Go up to the land flowing with milk and 
honey. But I will not go with you, because you are a stiff-necked people and I might destroy you on the way.” 

 

God ensures them His promise time and time again. 

 

The Door to Breakthrough into the promise 

In Deuteronomy 1:21-22 Moses talks to the Israelites: 

“There I told you, “You’ve made it to the Amorite hill country that GOD, our God, is giving us. Look, GOD, your God, has 
placed this land as a gift before you. Go ahead and take it now. GOD, the God-of-Your-Fathers, promised it to you. Don’t 
be afraid. Don’t lose heart.” But then you all came to me and said, “Let’s send some men on ahead to scout out the land 
for us and bring back a report on the best route to take and the kinds of towns we can expect to find.” 

 

But then in Numbers 13:1-2 we read:  

God spoke to Moses: “Send men to scout out the country of Canaan that I am giving to the People of Israel. Send one 
man from each ancestral tribe, each one a tried-and-true leader in the tribe.” 

 

You will notice that in Deuteronomy it says the people asked Moses, whereas in Numbers we read that God told Moses 
to send the men to scout the country.  According to the Hebrew translation (words used) the people did ask Moses to 
send the scouts and God gave His permission. To support this we can see in Deuteronomy that Moses was trying to 
reassure the people by saying: “don’t be afraid, don’t lose heart”. Moses thought it best to take the matter to the Lord, 
because he knew he had to follow God’s instruction instead of man. Also that it may help boost the confidence and 
excitement of the people; so God tells Moses to go ahead and satisfy himself and the people's request by sending out 
these scouts. After all, God knew what was there in the Land of Canaan. It was the people of Israel who were unsure and 
God allows this to reassure them. 

The other interesting point is that these people were basically at the point of entering the promised land (See 
Deuteronomy 1:21 and Numbers 13:1-2) when they had to turn back into the dessert. (Deuteronomy 2) 

 

The Scouts - Leaders 

So now they are at the point where they just have to step into the promised land, but they decide to first send out 
scouts. Joshua and Caleb were selected along with ten other men (each one a tried-and-true leader in the tribe) to 
explore the Promised Land and give a report to Moses and the people. So the scouts were to check out the people, 
check out the land, check out the towns, see if there are wooded areas, and see how well things grow in the soil. 

 



After a 40-day exploration of Canaan, the explorers reported, “We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does 
flow with milk and honey!“ So in the first part of their report the group of scouts offer a very positive view. But in 
answering the question about the strength of the people of Canaan, they answered “But the people who live there are 
powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak (giants)there” (Numbers 13:27–
28). This report frightened the people (Numbers 13:31–33). 

Caleb had a different attitude from the other spies. Verse 30 records, “Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and 
said, ‘We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.” When the people complained that 
they could not go up to conquer the land, both Caleb and Joshua responded strongly: “. . . tore their clothes and said to 
the entire Israelite assembly, ‘The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. If the Lord is pleased with 
us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey (confirmation of God’s promise in Exodus 33:1!), and 
will give it to us. Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will 
devour them. Their protection is gone, but the Lord is with us. Do not be afraid of them”   

Let's understand something: the scouts' assessment was the truth, but this was scaring the daylights out of the leaders 
and elders of Israel who had gathered around them to hear the scouting report. Now keep in mind that the men chosen 
for the scouting mission were trusted leaders. We can also see the hearts of these 10 men, because they say "we came 
to the land WHERE YOU SENT US". Not the land the Lord promised or the land that was sworn to Abraham. In other 
words, they disassociated themselves from the Promise, from the covenant, and from God. When the going gets tough- 
the tough get going! 

So as word of the scouts' report circulated around the camp, the people began to panic. Numbers 14:1 sums it up well: 
the whole community broke into loud cries, and the people wept that night.” That is, the elders and leaders started 
yelling, screaming and arguing with the people seeing what was happening; so they broke down into one giant panic 
attack.  

The community of Israel was united against Moses and Aaron and therefore against God. And, as happens when we let 
our guard down, the truth comes out: the people openly expressed their feelings that they wished the Lord had never 
redeemed them from Egypt in the first place. They preferred to stay in slavery to a cruel taskmaster in Egypt, than to 
have the opportunity to claim the inheritance God had set aside for them. Why? Because the task ahead seemed 
dangerous, and daunting, and unfamiliar. What was required of them was outside their comfort zone.  

 

The punishment 

In the leaders deciding not to enter the land, and the people agreeing with them, God saw this as rebellion against Him, 
of the worst sort. And as we get into chapter 14 we'll see the consequences begin to unfold.  

 

Numbers 14:34 

You scouted out the land for forty days; your punishment will be a year for each day, a forty-year sentence to serve for 
your sins—a long schooling in My displeasure. 

 

Deuteronomy 2:1 

”Then we turned around and went back into the wilderness following the route to the Red Sea, as GOD had instructed 
me. We worked our way in and around the hills of Seir for a long, long time.” 

 

Moses and Aaron are also punished in Numbers 20, because Moses hit the rock instead of speaking to the rock for 
water: Numbers 20:12 

GOD said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you didn’t trust Me, didn’t treat Me with holy reverence in front of the People of 
Israel, you two aren’t going to lead this company into the land that I am giving them.” 

 

God had led His people, Israel, to the Promised Land; but 10 men...trusted and respected leaders.... decided to stand in 
the way of God's people entering that land of promise. These men did what any good leaders would do: investigate, 
evaluate, and then come to an honest and sensible conclusion – focusing on the giant and not their God.  Ten leaders 
who lacked faith and trust, but who had authority denied a generation of Israelites (who looked to them for leadership) 
their God-ordained inheritance. 



You know, often we think that the main thing we're to listen to the Lord about -  is to NOT do something that we 
shouldn't. But equally as often......and is the case in point with the 12 scouts.......our rebellion against God is that we 
DON'T do things that we clearly SHOULD do. Instead, we focus on the obstacles and look away from Him and grow afraid 
and impatient. We think: "Well, if it's difficult and dangerous, CERTAINLY it can't be from the Lord. If God has set this 
deal up, it's going to be easy and without problems. If we encounter problems and difficulties and it doesn't go like we 
envisioned, we MUST be going against God's will." That kind of thinking has probably snatched more blessings and 
victories away from individual Believers and groups of Christians than any other.  

So what should have been a wonderful story about triumph and prosperity, a tale of Israel inheriting the Land and all the 
goodness that the Lord had prepared for them; instead turns into a tragic story about unbelief, failure, weakness, and a 
direct insult to God’s name. These are the people God had chosen for Himself, but they throw it all away to obey their 
own fears and desires. Israel had trekked right up to the edge of fulfilling centuries of promise, and then they quit. Just 
as victory was in their grasp, they drew back in fear. They turned back and refused to enter into that promise. 

 

SCENE 2: 

Enter Joshua, Moses’s trusted disciple, but more importantly God's chosen successor to Moses .   

1. He was the warrior in Exodus 17:9 who Moses sent to fight the Amalekites, 
2. He later accompanied Moses when he ascended Mount Sinai to commune with God, 
3. Joshua was with Moses when he descended from the mountain, heard the Israelites' celebrations around the Golden 

Calf, 
4. Later, Joshua was identified as one of the twelve spies sent by Moses to explore and report on the land of Canaan 

(Numbers 13:16–17)  
5. Joshua was seen as custodian of the tent ('tabernacle of meeting') when Moses returned to the Israelite encampment. 

Exodus 33:11 

“Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend. When Moses returned to the 
camp, his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, would not depart from the tent” 

 

Not only did Joshua stay in the Tent, but scripture says he “would not depart” from it…in other words, he refused to 
leave. One might say this time in the presence of God was preparation and on the job training for Joshua’s soon to be 
leadership position, even though he didn’t really know all that God had in mind at the time. Or perhaps, Joshua was 
simply spending time in God’s presence to know Him better, because the beauty and majesty of God was so compelling 
and captivated his heart. 

So we can see that he was a faithful disciple who shows commitment and devotion and was therefore God’s chosen 
successor to Moses. 

 

Deuteronomy 31:14 

“Then the Lord said to Moses, “The day of your death is near. Summon Joshua and present yourselves in the tent of 
meeting so that I can commission him.” 

 

Numbers 27:18-20 

the Lord said to Moses, “Take Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hands on him; and have 
him stand before Eleazar the priest and before all the congregation, and commission him in their sight. You shall put 
some of your authority on him, in order that all the congregation of the sons of Israel may obey him.” 

  

It would be Joshua who would now lead the people into the Promised Land. 

 

 

 

 

 



Joshua who: 

• spent time in the Tent of Meeting, refusing to leave. If one remains in the place of prayer, intent on being in intimate 
fellowship with God, one will be better prepared to answer the call of God to step into His kingdom purposes when the 
time is right. The place of prayer for Joshua was first and foremost the place of God’s presence…but it was also a place of 
preparation, which ultimately led to greater things than Joshua ever could have imagined. 

• accepted that mantle as a humble, obedient servant. Joshua could have boasted about his position as Moses’ right hand 
man, yet he was more interested in spending time with God in the Tent of Meeting than touting his own influence and 
importance before others. He had leadership qualities, but placed his dependence upon God alone. 

• believed and trusted God wholeheartedly. Joshua trusted the promise of God and was not afraid to voice his confidence 
to the people of Israel when they expressed their fear and anxiety to Moses about the fierce tribes standing in their way. 
He was one of only two of the twelve spies who trusted that God could overcome the seemingly insurmountable 
obstacles. 

• was chosen and equipped for God’s tasks. God was pleased to pour out His Spirit upon Joshua, His chosen successor to 
Moses. Joshua was specifically anointed and commissioned for his leadership role. 

• who waited patiently for God’s timing and was fully prepared when the time came. Joshua was being positioned by God 
to take the people of Israel into the Promised Land…something Moses had lost the privilege of doing due to his own 
disobedience. Joshua didn’t rush the process, but patiently waited for God’s plans to play out at the appointed time. 

 

Have you been lingering in the “tent” with God? Most of us would admit to being pulled in many different directions, 
even though we no longer have to go to a physical tent to meet with the Father. God has made it possible to meet with 
Him in any given moment, because He has made His home with us. Through the sacrifice of Jesus, we are now the 
dwelling place of God. And just like Joshua, we do not need to be afraid because God will not fail us if we will be “strong 
and courageous.” 

 

Joshua 1:5-9 

No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will 
not fail you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people possession of the land which I swore 
to their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses 
My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you 
go. This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be 
careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have 
success. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the Lord your God is 
with you wherever you go”. 

 

WHAT FAITH DOES! Because without faith, it is impossible to please God. 

1. Faith looks not at the difficulties, but to the Lord. 
2. Faith believes more in the promises of God to help, than in the power of Satan to hinder. 
3. Faith will give comfort in the midst of fears, unbelief will bring fears in the midst of comfort. 
4. Faith makes great burdens light, unbelief makes light burdens unbearably heavy. 
5. Faith lifts us up when we are down, unbelief casts us down when we are up. 
6. Faith brings peace and comfort to our souls, unbelief brings restlessness. 
7. Faith brings assurance, unbelief brings fear. 

 

My final encouragement is this: 

Joshua 5:13-14 

And then this, while Joshua was there near Jericho: He looked up and saw right in front of him a man standing, holding 
his drawn sword. Joshua stepped up to him and said, “Whose side are you on—ours or our enemies’?” He said, “Neither. 
I’m commander of God’s army. I’ve just arrived.” Joshua fell, face to the ground, and worshiped. He asked, “What orders 
does my Master have for his servant?” 

 



We read in the scriptures that an angel of the Lord went out at night and destroyed the Assyrian army. In the morning 
there were 185,000 dead soldiers lying outside Jerusalem. So if one angel destroyed 185,000 in one night - How mighty 
is the host of the Lord? 

 

This appearance of the Commander of God’s army was a fulfillment of a promise God had made to Moses: 

Exodus 23:20-24 

“Now get yourselves ready. I’m sending my Angel ahead of you to guard you in your travels, to lead you to the place that 
I’ve prepared. Pay close attention to him. Obey him. Don’t go against him. He won’t put up with your rebellions because 
he’s acting on my authority. But if you obey him and do everything I tell you, I’ll be an enemy to your enemies, I’ll fight 
those who fight you. When my Angel goes ahead of you and leads you to the land of the Amorites, the Hittites, the 
Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, I’ll clear the country of them. So don’t worship or serve their 
gods; don’t do anything they do because I’m going to wipe them right off the face of the Earth and smash their sacred 
phallic pillars to bits. 

 

SHOUT! FOR THE LORD HAS GIVEN YOU THE CITY! 


