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The story of the Prodigal son (found in Luke 15:11–24) paraphrased: 

In this story, a father has two sons. The younger son asks the father for his inheritance and the father grants his son's 
request. However, the younger son becomes a prodigal (i.e., wasteful and extravagant) and squanders his fortune, 
eventually becoming destitute. The younger son is forced to return home empty-handed and intends to beg his father to 
accept him back as a servant. To the son's surprise, he is not scorned by his father, but welcomed back with celebration 
and fanfare. 

Moving from the prodigal son, to his brother: 

Luke 15:25-30 

“Now his older son was in the field, and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. And he 
summoned one of the servants and began inquiring what these things could be. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has 
come, and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has received him back safe and sound.’ But he became 
angry and was not willing to go in; and his father came out and began pleading with him. But he answered and said to 
his father, ‘Look! For so many years I have been serving you and I have never neglected a command of yours; and yet you 
have never given me a young goat, so that I might celebrate with my friends; but when this son of yours came, who has 
devoured your wealth with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him.’ 

The meaning of ‘Lost’: 

• Unable to find one's way 

• Not knowing one's whereabouts 

Similar: 

o astray 

o off-course 

o off the right track 

o disorientated 

o having lost one's bearings 

o going round in circles 

Here, the meaning of “lost” is not about “WHERE YOU ARE” but “HOW YOU ARE”. 

Who is lost?: 

• The prodigal son was lost… 

o The wonderful part is that over time he recognized that he was lost. 

 

• But what about the brother? 

o He never set a foot outside of his father’s home. 

o Can you be lost at your own home? 

▪ What about the Parable of the Lost Coin (Luke 15:8-10)? 

The coin wasn’t in the neighbour’s house. It wasn’t down the street in a grocery store’s teller. It was lost inside the 
house. 

o Did the brother know he was lost? 

Danger: It becomes dangerous when we think we are safe because we are in the house of God… 



Matthew 15:8–9 

These people make a big show of saying the right thing, but their heart isn't in it. They act like they're worshiping me, but 
they don't mean it. They just use me as a cover for teaching whatever suits their fancy. 

… is not about “WHERE YOU ARE” but “HOW YOU ARE”. 

The mindset of the older brother: 

• He thought because he obeyed the rules, he deserved the blessings. 

o Religious acts are not an automatic indication that your spiritual compass is intact.  

• His motive was to receive, not to show love to his father. 

• He thought his brother’s sinfulness was unforgivable. 

• He resented his father’s joy and refused to share in it.  

o He has become so enveloped in his agenda and his ambitions that he is not celebrating with his father. 

… is not about “WHERE YOU ARE” but “HOW YOU ARE”. 

Where is home?: 

• Maybe home is nothing but two arms holding you tight when you’re at your worst. 
o We must be there for people when they are going through tough times, supporting and encouraging them. 

• Home is where the heart is. 
o Is your heart with money, possessions, promotion or is it with Jesus Christ? 

• Home is where your Wi-Fi connects automatically. 
o Do you feel that spiritual connection when you walk into the church? 

• Coming home is one of the most beautiful things. 
o It is not something that you resent or do out of habit, but something you look forward to. 

• Home is not where you are from, it is where you find light when all grows dark. 
o It has been prophesied over our church that we will be a light to the people in Kraaifontein. Is your life reflecting light 

to others, even when times are dark? 

• What HOME means: 
Heavens  
Open 
Man 
Enters 
o Home should be a place where the heavens are open and you can enter in. 
 
The Ice-Cream man: 

• First you must decide, do you want the ice cream/blessings? Then you must… 

• Listen to the call/music, 

• Make the move, 

• Pay the price, 

• and Reap the reward. 
 
The Everyday Battle: 

• The everyday battle of spending time with God is the easiest battle to win. 
• Do we just have to do our job by showing up? 

o No, we need to understand when we spend time with a person in our life, there is two-way, intentional 
communication. 

• How to intentionally communicate: 
o Quiet Your Mind 
o Focus Your Mind 
o Pray Your Mind  
o Renew Your Mind 



Man’s Battle: 

• Every person experiences an internal battle between flesh and spirit. 

• The flesh is selfish. 
o Our flesh wants to be in charge. 
o It is self-protective and self-focused. 

• The flesh must submit to the spirit. 
o Our flesh must be weaned off self-sufficiency by submitting to the spirit and developing a taste for the Word of God. 

• The flesh must die. 
o Galatians 2:20 

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” 

 
The Father’s Battle: 
Our heavenly Father yearns for us to change our hearts toward Him because… 

• He treasures each of us. 

• Each of us is precious. 

• Each of us is valuable. 

• Each of us is unique. 
 
The Way Home: 

• The key to coming home is honesty.  
o We must first be honest with ourselves.  
o We must then be honest with others  
o And we must be honest with God. 


