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Habakkuk 3:16-18 
I heard and my inward parts trembled, At the sound my lips quivered. Decay enters my bones, And in my 
place I tremble. Because I must wait quietly for the day of distress, For the people to arise who will invade 
us. Though the fig tree should not blossom And there be no fruit on the vines, Though the yield of the olive 
should fail And the fields produce no food, Though the flock should be cut off from the fold And there be no 
cattle in the stalls, Yet I will exult in the Lord, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation. 
 
What an unsure time we are experiencing! Never have I thought that a disease would cause so much 
international havoc and bring countries to a basic standstill – that governments will call upon Christians to 
pray for some kind of Godly intervention. But difficult times are not unknown to God’s people. The 
question and the topic is, WHERE DO WE FIND VICTORY IN UNSURE TIMES, SUCH AS THESE? 
 
In the year 609 B.C Judah lost Josiah, one of their best kings, at the hands of Pharaoh Necho II. Pharaoh 
quickly dethroned the more popular Jehoahaz, Josiah’s son, in order to replace him with his very 
unpopular, pro-Egyptian brother, Eliakim. He changed his name to Jehoiakim, he was extremely cruel and 
unfair. He killed any person who came in his way. He forced the poor to work for him without giving them 
any pay, and the rich followed suit.  
 
It must have been somewhere during this time that Habakkuk cried out to God. 
 
Habakkuk 1:2-4 
“How long, O LORD, will I call for help, And You will not hear? I cry out to You, ‘Violence!’ Yet You do not 
save... destruction and violence are before me; Strife exists and contention arises... the law is ignored And 
justice is never upheld..." 
 
God did answer him – He told him that He has already decided to send the Babylonians to punish Judah 
(1:6).  
 
The Babylonians! This was not what Habakkuk wanted to hear – exchange bad for worse? So the prophet 
protested (1:12-17) – how can a holy and righteous God allow something like this? What a terrible fate! 
But God had made up His mind, and so determined was He that Habakkuk could inscribe it on stone tablets 
(2:2-3).  
 
Soon (c.605-604 B.C.) Babylonian rule became a reality, and by the turn of the century (c.601-600 B.C.), 
militant, looting gangs also terrorised Judah. Exploitation, and poverty were in the order of the day, yet 
Habakkuk knew that he must still “wait quietly for the day of distress, For the people to arise who will 
invade us.” (3:16) 
 
He knew the worst was yet to come. For sure in the year 597 B.C. Jerusalem was invaded and the temple 
was destroyed. Godly and ungodly people were taken into captivity.  
 

1. Accept in faith what is coming our way: 
In the context of all this suffering and the knowledge that the worst was yet to come, we find one of the 
strongest and most popular confessions of faith in the whole Bible: 
 
 



Habakkuk 3:17-18 
Though the fig tree should not blossom And there be no fruit on the vines, Though the yield of the olive 
should fail And the fields produce no food, Though the flock should be cut off from the fold And there be no 
cattle in the stalls, Yet I will exult in the Lord, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation. 
God revealed to him what was coming and, even though not without resistance, he accepted it. 
Habakkuk's confession of faith did not mean that he knew no fear. He confessed his fear, but he did not 
allow it to overthrow his faith, hence this amazing confession of faith immediately after his confession of 
fear. 
 
We do sometimes feel scared and unsure when seeing what is happening around us, but it is not a 
crippling fear, but a kind of trusting fear – “...I know that God will never leave me nor forsake me. He will 
still put my feet on high places.” 
 
2 Timothy 1:7 
For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline. 
 
Neither does his confession of faith means that he did not query God’s decision (1:12-17). 
Habakkuk cannot understand; “How could God use a nation worse than Judah to punish Judah?”.  
We do sometimes query God – “Why do You allow this?” But we need to query Him, as we very often find 
in the Psalms. I knew a lady who said she would get on God’s lap and beat his chest. That is exactly the 
place to be when we want to beat God’s chest – on His lap. 
 
It is interesting that part of God’s answer to this query of Habakkuk is a verse often quoted in the New 
Testament 
 
Habakkuk 2:4 
…But the righteous will live by his faith. 
 
This word “faith” could also be translated as “faithfulness” or “steadfastness”. 
God’s response to his query was something like, “Live by faith, not by seeing or thinking or understanding.” 
We do not need to understand everything coming our way, but trusting God, we need to accept it. 
 

2. Worship God in spite of circumstances: 
Part of Habakkuk’s confession of faith is that it does not matter how bad things go, or what goes wrong, he 
will still “...exult in the LORD ...(and) rejoice in the God of my salvation." 
Both the words “exult” and “rejoice” are very strong forms of the verbs and refers to exulting and making 
God great and being joyous in Him. That is worshipping God. 
 
This is exactly what Paul and Silas did in Philippi (Act 16). After their robes were torn off and they were 
severely beaten with rods, thrown into the inner prison with their feet in stocks, they prayed and sang 
hymns of praise to God (Acts 16:22-25). 
  
Later, once again in prison, Paul wrote to the same Philippians: 
Philippians 4:4 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! 
 
Should that not be the Christian’s attitude – worshipping God despite circumstances?! 
Worshipping God despite the circumstances is where victory begins, where fear becomes trust. 
 

3. Worship, because we know our God: 
How could Habakkuk worship God, knowing what was coming? 
He knew the solution: 



Habakkuk 3:19 
The Lord GOD is my strength, And He has made my feet like hinds’ feet, And makes me walk on my high 
places. 
 
Habakkuk knew his God, which meant that within those bad circumstances, God is with him and God 
remains in control. 
There, within those circumstances, God gave him the strength to remain standing, made his feet like hind's 
feet, able to walk on high and difficult mountain slopes without slipping and falling, exactly what the 
female mountain gazelle is well known for. 
  
It is God that gives us the ability to remain standing and not to slip under the pressures of circumstances, 
giving us the victory despite circumstances. Habakkuk knew his God, and therefore he could trust his God. 
 
Habakkuk could remind God, “In wrath remember mercy,” while worshipping Him: 
Habakkuk 3:2-4 
In wrath remember mercy…His splendour covers the heavens, And the earth is full of His praise. His 
radiance is like the sunlight; He has rays flashing from His hand. 
 
He remembers how God has in the past conquered the nations, and even diseases are at his disposal (3:5-
7, 12-14). He created everything and put the gods of the nations out of the picture (3:8-11), and in spite of 
all, God still remains in control. 
 
There, in His hands, we are safe.0 
We have the victory. 
We do not need to understand, because God did not lose control and remaining in Him, victory is sure. 
 
Being in prison Paul knew: 
Philippians 4:13 
I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. 
 
Philippians 4:11-13 
Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. I know how 
to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I 
have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. I 
can do all things through Him who strengthens me. 
Not in our own ability, but God gives us the strength to stand firm despite the circumstances, even when 
the world seems to be falling apart.  
 

4. Resurrection Faith: 
At another opportunity the same Paul concludes that in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer 
through Him who loved us: 
Romans 8:35-37 
Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? Just as it is written, “For Your sake we are being put to death all day long; 
We were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer 
through Him who loved us. 
 
We overwhelmingly conquer, in spite of circumstances, even if the circumstances are death. 
Less than ten years after he wrote this letter and possibly only two years after writing the letter to the 
Philippians, Paul, according to tradition, was beheaded in Rome.  
Yes, even within death there is victory for the believer, because not even death has the final say over the 
believer. 



The author of Hebrews in chapter 11 in verses 13-16, speaking about the heroes of faith, says, “All these 
died in faith, without receiving the promises.” A little later he continues that they, “...confessed that they 
were strangers and exiles on the earth... seeking a country of their own... a heavenly one. Therefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.” 
He has prepared heaven for them. 
 
Today is resurrection Sunday and in a very special way we are reminded of the resurrection of Jesus. 
Every Sunday, in fact, to the Christian, is a reminder of resurrection. 
Resurrection reminds us that our main focus is not on this life, but on eternity, exactly what the author of 
Hebrews spoke about above. 
  
When Jesus died on that cross, He paid there for our sin, the very sin which separated us from God. 
Through His resurrection He proved that what He had done on that cross was indeed successful. 
While Satan might have thought that Jesus’ death was his greatest victory, with Jesus’ resurrection He 
must have realised that it was his greatest defeat. 
 
Because of His resurrection, we can know Jesus’ death worked, and because it worked and we are one with 
Jesus, we can know that our death is not the final victory for the devil, but for us. 
It means that Satan has lost his last hold on us, and there is nothing more he could do to stop us from 
spending eternity with God in heaven.  
 
Unsure times and suffering reminds us that we are in a battle, and as long as we remain in Jesus, it is not a 
battle we could lose. 
Although to the unbeliever it might seem like it, but a battle none the less, and more than anything else we 
need to hold onto Jesus and what He has done for us. 
It reminds us that the battle is worth the while, for we have the victory, and if I should die, as long as I am 
in Jesus, with regards to myself, that battle is over and the victory has become a reality for me. 
I have found my victory and it lies in holding onto Jesus. 
 
Extra Notes: 
In 601 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar II once again fought Pharaoh Necho II and both sides had very great losses, 
putting them out of the picture for a few years. It was probably at this time, as often happened, that 
Jehoiakim decided to stop paying tribute, rebelling against Babylon. The Bible (2 King 4:2) mentions at this 
point that God sent Chaldean, Arameans, Moabites, Ammonites gangs against Judah to loot them, 
probably being instigated by Babylon (Chaldea). This rebellion also lead to the attack and destruction of 
Jerusalem (597 B.C.) This chapter (Habakkuk 3) is actually a prayer, and he starts his prayer (3:2) by 
confessing his fear, because of what God had told him. Immediately before this confession of faith he 
admits (3:16), "I heard and my inward parts trembled, At the sound my lips quivered. Decay enters my 
bones, And in my place I tremble.” He was scared. Why? He answers, “Because I must wait quietly for the 
day of distress, For the people to arise who will invade us.” He knew what was coming, because God 
showed it to him, and he did not look forward to it, but in faith he accepted it. Listen how he speaks with 
God, “...Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, And You can not look on wickedness with favor. Why do You 
look with favor on those who deal treacherously? Why are You silent when the wicked swallow up those 
more righteous than they?” The Chaldeans (Babylonians), he tells God, do not worship Him, but their 
military power (his nets that catch the fish). Why would God use them to punish people more righteous 
than they! The Jews commemorated the Sabbath (7th day), but the early Christians started gathering on 
the "Lord's Day," the Sunday (1st day) to commemorate the day Jesus resurrected. 


