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Genesis 32:24-30 
Then Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When he saw that he had not prevailed 
against him, he touched the socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob’s thigh was dislocated while he wrestled with 
him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the dawn is breaking.” But he said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” So he 
said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” He said, “Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel; for 
you have striven with God and with men and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him and said, “Please tell me your 
name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And he blessed him there. So Jacob named the place Peniel, 
for he said, “I have seen God face to face, yet my life has been preserved.” 
 
It does not matter who says what, things do still at times go wrong for Christians, even terribly wrong. They lose 
their job. They are diagnosed with cancer. What we need more than anything else at such times is the presence of 
God, intimacy with Him. 
 
Jacob was not what we would call the most exemplary Christian. He deceived his brother and others on numerous 
occasions. It is after such a deception that his brother swore to kill him, so he fled his family (Gen 28:41-43). Now, 
many years later, he is on his way back to meet his brother, and even though it was God who told him to return to 
his family (31:3), he was still terrified of this meeting (Gen 32), and the fact that his brother approached him with 
400 men did not set his nerves at ease, so he divided all his belongings into groups. If his brother attacks one group, 
the rest has the opportunity to flee. In the evening he sent all his belongings, including his family, ahead, while he 
remained behind at the River Jabbok.  
The Bible does not tell us the reason why he remained behind at the River, but we do not get the impression that he 
desired to spend some time with God, yet God decided to spend some time with him. 
That evening God wrestled with him. Whether it was by means of an angel, simply referred to as someone (:24), or, 
as many theologians reckon, God in the person of Jesus (:28-30), is not so clear, but whether directly or indirectly, he 
spent some intimate time with God, for a physical fight is quite intimate.  
 
Whether Jacob wanted to or not, in his time of crisis, God had an appointment with him, and that meeting changed 
him. Jacob came out of that meeting a changed man, and he had the scars to prove it. Physically his hip was out of 
joint to remind him of that meeting, but he was also given a new and better name, and a name in those days was the 
identity of a person. After that meeting he faced his brother, and even though he deceived his brother again (Gen 
33), it has become obvious that he did have a change of heart (35:1-4). Later God even confirmed his new name as 
well as his blessing (35:9-15). 
It is not our wonderful decisions or personality that changes us and enables us to survive the crisis that come our 
way, but God who changes us, and sometimes the situation as well. 
 
Being imprisoned for their faith, Paul and Silas had some quality time on hand, and they could think of nothing 
better than to use it to worship God, and God was so thrilled that the prison shook.  
Later, writing to this same congregation (Philippians) and once again in prison for his faith, he writes about (4:13) 
being able to do all things through Christ that strengthens him. What was all these things he could do through 
Christ? The previous verses (:11-12) tell us, “...to be content in whatever circumstances... with humble means, and... 
in prosperity, ...being filled and going hungry, ...of having abundance and suffering need.” Half these things were 
crisis, and it was Christ who enabled him to go through them. Paul knew the answer, whether in crisis, and in good 
times – do it through Christ. Spend time with God, for that is where we receive the ability to be able to survive, even 
death (Rom 8:31-39). He knew how to “...pray at all times” (I Thes 5:17). 
 
John R Rice, in his meditation on this experience of Jacob there at Pnieel, makes this interesting statement, "But your 
failure was not in the pulpit, but in the secret closet before you entered the pulpit. If you had first prevailed with 
God, you could prevail with men." Think about it. How often is our failure not due to not spending time with and 
listening to God. 
 
 



Jeremiah had a terrible time with false teachers and false prophets, and he tells them (23:18), “But who has stood in 
the council of the LORD, That he should see and hear His word?” A little later (:22) God says of these false prophets, 
“But if they had stood in My council, Then they would have announced My words to My people.” If they spent time in 
His council, they would have been accurate, but now they were proclaiming, “Blessing, blessing,” while God was in 
fact calling His people to repent. This word translated here as ”council,” is the Hebrew word “sun,” and refers to 
among others an intimate meeting place for friends or counsel. If the false prophets spent time in the intimate 
presence of God, they would not have proclaimed lies.  
We need to learn to spend that intimate time with God, not only when things go wrong, but perhaps even more so 
when things go wrong, and there we will experience God giving us the ability and wisdom to go through such difficult 
times. 
 
Even Jesus, before important events, spent time with his Father (Luke 4:42 re Luke 5). Just before His most terrible 
experience, Jesus escaped to Gethsemane to spend the last hour or so in that council of His Father (Luke 22:39-46).  
 
But Jesus died on that cross, so that we would be able to really spend time in that intimate presence with God. He 
restored our relationship with the Father. By His death on the cross, He removed that dividing wall of sin, and at that 
moment of His death the curtain separating the Holy from the Holy of Holies in the Temple, tore from top to bottom. 
In the Name of Jesus we can now freely go to the Father at any time and with any request.  
More important than a change of circumstance is experiencing and being in that secret place, the council of God.  
 

Desire His presence rather than the best of circumstances! 


