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John 19:38-42 
After these things Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but a secret one for fear of the Jews, asked 

Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate granted permission. So he came and took away 

His body. Nicodemus, who had first come to Him by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and 

aloes, about a hundred pounds weight. So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen wrappings with 

the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, 

and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. Therefore because of the Jewish day of 

preparation, since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

Joseph of Arimathea followed Jesus in a way that would not affect his social life, popularity, financial 

situation or his friendship circles. 

So many people today still have detrimental connections – blockages for God’s grace to be poured out. 

Joseph was a prominent member of the council. 

Mark 15:43 – he gathered up courage 

Joseph of Arimathea came, a prominent member of the Council, who himself was waiting for the kingdom 

of God; and he gathered up courage and went in before Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. 

Joseph lived below the radar so that his faith would not cost him anything. 

What is your secret? 

What is your fear? 

He helped a little here, supported a little there, but don’t ask him to be fully committed. 

This is so common – even in the church today. Under the radar – not known. 

It’s common for people to live like this, who have a lot to lose and want to live a secret life. 

Joseph could lose his position as a prominent member of the council. 

He could lose friendships, his status and his position. 

The more you have to lose, the harder it is to lay it all down for Christ. 

 

But one day, Joseph threw caution into the wind and walks into the courts of Pilate and demands the body 

of Jesus Christ to give it a burial. 

The influence that Joseph of Arimathea had allowed him to do this. 

He decided: “I will not live secretly or in fear any longer, today is my day! I will no longer way for 

someday.” 

He knew that doing this would unveil him as a follower of Jesus Christ, but to him, the time had come to 

unveil who and what he really is. 



Today we know all about this Joseph who was an under-cover follower, afraid to be known as a follower of 

Jesus Christ, who became a bold follower declaring his position and preparing the body of Jesus Christ with 

Nicodemus and laid it in an unused tomb. 

Something must have stirred in his spirit, to make him take such a bold step, uncover his secret and let go 

of his fear. 

Uncover your secrets before they are uncovered for you. 

Joseph watched a Good Man die. He had a front row seat at the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, the One he 

admired secretly – secretly being His disciple. 

Joseph of Arimathea watched everything. He saw the agony, the suffering. It took so much to bring him out 

of secrecy. 

Joseph heard Jesus ask God to have mercy on His executioners. “Father, forgive them; for they do not know 

what they are doing.” 

What more will it take for some to come out of secrecy? 

He watched them spit on Jesus. He heard the crowds throw abuse to Jesus Christ. He watched them 

hammer the nails into the hands and feet of Jesus. He watched them put a spear in His side. He heard the 

one thief mocking Jesus, at the same time Jesus was offering redemption to the other thief on the cross 

next to Him. 

How do you give life to a criminal, when Yours is being taken unjustly 

Joseph heard Jesus making arrangements for His mother’s well-being. 

John 19:26-27 

When Jesus then saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, 

“Woman, behold, your son!” Then He said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” From that hour the 

disciple took her into his own household. 

Jesus did all this, while He was taking your and my sins upon Himself. 

If this does not ring your bell, if this does not change your someday into today – you’ll always only have 

someday. 

Jesus was the One who had all the power to calm the sea, quiet the wind, multiply the bread and fish, raise 

the dead, heal the sick – yet He set aside that power and accepted what the Father’s purpose was for His 

life. 

When Joseph of Arimathea saw and heard Jesus breath out His last breath and say “Father, into Your hands 

I commit My spirit.”, something within Joseph’s spirit was stirred that gave him a wake-up call. 

It awakened him to say, “I will never hide and cover away again. I will never stay silent when God asks me 

to speak again. I will never refuse a kingdom assignment again, because the cost is too high.” 

On that very day, Joseph put his own life on the line by asking to bury the body of Jesus. 

He came out of hiding. 

He will always be remembered for his act of coming into the light. 

This stirring to a new life. 

This stirring to show who he really is. 



What must happen in so many people’s lives? 

What must happen in so many of our lives? 

How often don’t we say ‘someday’. 

‘Someday’ I’ll take a stand. 

‘Someday’ I’ll make a move. 

MAKE THAT ‘SOMEDAY’ = TODAY. 

It’s time you stir the spirit within you. 

It’s time to push in. It’s easy to talk, let’s do. 

We know what we ought to do. 

We know what God is calling us to do. 

We know what decisions are to be made. 

YES, it will cost us something. 

So often we cover behind ‘someday’. 

Do you know what will happen in the Kingdom if your spirit is stirred today – and you’re still waiting for 

someday? 

That ‘someday’ must become your today. 

“Pastor, I’ll be back, I just need time out.” 

This is not part of purpose. 

It is not part of destiny. 

Yes, it takes courage. The same courage it took Jesus Christ to go to the cross, we need. 

Joseph of Arimathea walked into Pilate’s kingdom, into Pilate’s domain and made a declaration. 

“I am no longer under the radar.” 

If your today has not come, if you’re still living in ‘someday’, could you make that declaration – as Joseph 

did? 

This declaration could have been detrimental to his future, his position, his status and his richness. 

But his ‘someday’ became his today. 

Because Joseph of Arimathea made a decision to make ‘someday’ a today – he is remembered till today. 

We all need this to strengthen us. 

Let the Lord look upon you today. Hear what He is saying to you today. 

Yes, we all do something. Yes, we all get involved. 

Let’s become that extra-mile person. Every person sitting here has that sprint in them. 

Let’s not wait to be asked, let’s do it. 

Joseph of Arimathea was not asked, he went and did it. 


