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Church is not where we go on a Sunday, but who we are and what we are – and today I want to focus a little on the fact 
that we are one family. 

 

Let’s think slightly back to the Disciple’s Cross we did during last year’s Masterlife. What the church is, is explained in 
two relationships. The first and most important one is our relationship with God, represented by the vertical arms. Then 
there is the relationship with everyone around us, represented by the horizontal arms. Our relationship with the world 
on the one side and our relationship with the church on the other. This last one is what I want us to focus on today. 

 

Many years ago, I read a story about parents and their son praying together for a specific need of a friend, and after they 
prayed, the boy told his parents, “but we can answer that prayer”.   

 

Deuteronomy 15:4-5 

However, there will be no poor among you, since the Lord will surely bless you in the land which the Lord your God is 
giving you as an inheritance to possess, if only you listen obediently to the voice of the Lord your God, to observe 
carefully all this commandment which I am commanding you today. 

 

“...there will be no poor among you, since the Lord will surely bless you...”  

Taken at face value, it surely sounds like a promise to cling to. 

We would like to hear that there will be no poor among us, and they say to the poor, “Sorry you are doing something 
wrong, because you are not being blessed by God.”  

But then we get to verse 11,  

 

Deuteronomy 15:11 

For the poor will never cease to be in the land; therefore I command you, saying, ‘You shall freely open your hand to your 
brother, to your needy and poor in your land.’ 

 

“…the poor will never cease to be in the land…” 

Is this a contradiction in the Bible, and that within just 8 verses?  

No! 

 

The physical reality is that there will always be poor in the land, and that includes the church. 

That is why God has given us so many commands in this regard. If we keep those commandments, “there will be no poor 
among you.”  

 

Which commandments? 

1. This specific chapter discusses the so-called Sabbath year, when, after seven years the law requires that a debt owed by 
fellow Israelites needs to be written off and that slaves who became slaves due to debt have to be released. These 
slaves not only had to be released they had to be given what is necessary for a new start, to get back on their feet. 



2. We read immediately after it says that there will always be poor in the land, that “You shall freely open your hand to 
your brother, to your needy and poor in your land.” 

3. Some other interesting laws found in the Old Testament with regards to the poor are: 
No interest will be asked from fellow Israelites, 

4. A part of their crop is left on the fields so that there is for the poor to collect, 
5. The poor can, at any time, enter a farmland and pick what they need.  

 
The big question is, “How do we translate this into the modern church?”.  

Much of the Old Testament is focussed specifically on the caring for the poor and any oppression of the less privileged is 
very strongly judged. We can say, in a sense, that God is on the side of the less privileged 

 

Proverbs 19:17 

One who is gracious to a poor man lends to the Lord, And He will repay him for his good deed. 

 

The word used here for being gracious, actually means to show favour to or be gracious. This is quite a wide term.  

God made many laws so that the poor would be taken care of, and when the people do this, God will take care of His 
people. God will bless them and they will be blessed, but much of the blessing of “no poor among us” is placed in the 
hands of the church to take care of their poor. I am not speaking of church as an institution, but as members and friends. 

 

Why is the poor so important? They are family with one Father = God. 

Jesus also said (Math 26:11; Mark 14:7), “The poor you will always have with you”. 

It was said at the occasion when the lady anointed Jesus with oil, implying that they will always have the opportunity to 
do good to the poor, but Jesus was with them only a short time. The Bible is clear that the poor was not ignored in the 
days of Jesus, neither by the church after He ascended to heaven.  

In fact, the caring for the poor started mingling in with the sharing of the Word, and therefore deacons were chosen to 
take this load from the disciples (Act 6).  

Collecting money for the poor church of Jerusalem was always a priority for Paul and we pick it up in some of the letters 
of the New Testament. A whole 2 chapters were spent on it in what we know as his second letter to the Corinthians. I 
find Paul’s motivation to stop stealing and start working with their own hands extremely interesting. 

 

Ephesians 4:28 

He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing with his own hands what is good, so that he 
will have something to share with [a]one who has need. 

 

“...so that he will have something to share with one who has need.” 

In the very early church, this caring for the poor was so important that all possessions became common goods (Act 2:42-
47; 4:32-37).  

 

If we are aware of a Christian brother or sister in need, being hungry, and we have the means to help, we have a 
responsibility (James 1). For practical purposes it might be good for it to happen through some instituted body like the 
deacons, but we have a responsibility - and yes, fellow Christians do take the first priority above the world. 

 

Galatians 6:10 

So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the 
faith. 



Speaking about contributing for the sake of the poor, Paul refers to Jesus, claiming that this is exactly what He did. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:9 

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you 
through His poverty might become rich. 

 

Jesus did not look at us and say: “Poor sinners.” He did something. Jesus did not have to sacrifice His rich life in heaven 
to come down to earth to pay for our sin, but He saw our poverty, that we were all sinners, and that there was no other 
way to solve our problem. He decided to sacrifice it all for our sake and became man, so that we could become rich, 
people with a restored relationship with God, expecting to go to heaven one day when we die.  

 

Caring for the poor, however, is not the only issue: 

People have spiritual needs. We need to consider others, even when it costs us something. 

 

1 Corinthians 8:13 

Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause my brother to 
stumble. 

 

We have a spiritual responsibility towards our fellow Christian. Not only at the church meeting, but in our every-day life. 
I should not do things, even though in itself it may not be wrong, that would cause my fellow Christian to stumble. 

When Paul heard that one Christian took another to court (1 Cor 6), he responded 

 

1 Corinthians 6:7 

Actually, then, it is already a defeat for you, that you have lawsuits with one another. Why not rather be wronged? Why 
not rather be defrauded? 

 

It is better to be wronged than to wrong a fellow Christian. Of course this does not only have to do with helping the 
poor. We are not part of the church for our own sake, above all we are there to glorify God – but to a great extent we 
are also there for the sake of the rest of the church. The Bible does not draw man’s existence as being for his own good 
and glory. It is always for the sake of another, either for God’s glory or for the sake of others. We need to care for each 
other, even if it is at a cost. 

 

When Paul speaks about the gifts of the spirit, he makes it abundantly clear, 

 

1 Corinthians 12:7 

But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

 

Part of the problem in the Corinthian congregation was that they used the spiritual gifts to boost their spiritual pride, 
and therefore tongues became so over-emphasized. In this context, Paul reminds them that they have not received any 
spiritual gift for their own benefit, but “for the common good.” Every gift is there to benefit the congregation as a 
whole. 



A spiritual gift means a spiritual responsibility towards the rest of the church, and although this might be practised inside 
the meetings, to a great extent it happens outside when I speak to a fellow Christian about some or other issue. This 
happens by healing, helping, guiding, etc. 

 

This brings us to church discipline. The Bible does not draw it as a responsibility of the church leadership. They only get 
involved in the third step of discipline. If I am aware of sin in another Christian’s life, I have a responsibility. Jesus 
mentions it (Matthew 18), and Paul refers to it several times (1 Cor 5; 2 Cor 2). 

 

Galatians 6:2 

Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ. 

This is what he is speaking about, restoring anyone who is caught in any trespass, 

Galatians 6:1 

Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each 
one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. 

at the same time warning us not to become proud, but to examine our own life, that we might not be doing the same 
thing. 

Galatians 6:3-4 

For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. But each one must examine his own work, 
and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another. 

 

The humiliation and exaltation of Jesus 

Philippians 2:4-11 

do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. Have this attitude in 
yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 
a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 
Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross. For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that 
at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every 
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Jesus set us an example to follow. He sacrificially gave Himself for the sake of the church. That is what we also ought to 
do. 

 

We are not blessed simply to be blessed, but to be a blessing to others. 

 

When God confronted Cain after he had killed his brother, Cain said (Gen 4:9), “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

The correct answer is, “Yes we are!” 


