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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rZklNXMkNs 

Luke 15:11-24 (The Message Paraphrase) 

The Story of the Lost Son 

Then he said, “There was once a man who had two sons. The younger said to his father, ‘Father, I want right now 

what’s coming to me.’ “So the father divided the property between them. It wasn’t long before the younger son 

packed his bags and left for a distant country. There, undisciplined and dissipated, he wasted everything he had. After 

he had gone through all his money, there was a bad famine all through that country and he began to hurt. He signed 

on with a citizen there who assigned him to his fields to slop the pigs. He was so hungry he would have eaten the 

corncobs in the pig slop, but no one would give him any. “That brought him to his senses. He said, ‘All those 

farmhands working for my father sit down to three meals a day, and here I am starving to death. I’m going back to 

my father. I’ll say to him, Father, I’ve sinned against God, I’ve sinned before you; I don’t deserve to be called your son. 

Take me on as a hired hand.’ He got right up and went home to his father. “When he was still a long way off, his 

father saw him. His heart pounding, he ran out, embraced him, and kissed him. The son started his speech: ‘Father, 

I’ve sinned against God, I’ve sinned before you; I don’t deserve to be called your son ever again.’ “But the father 

wasn’t listening. He was calling to the servants, ‘Quick. Bring a clean set of clothes and dress him. Put the family ring 

on his finger and sandals on his feet. Then get a grain-fed heifer and roast it. We’re going to feast! We’re going to 

have a wonderful time! My son is here—given up for dead and now alive! Given up for lost and now found!’ And they 

began to have a wonderful time. 

In the video, Justin resembles the father in the Parable of the Lost Son as well as God. 

Justin / the father / God: They’re in the relationship for the long run. 

A committed relationship is an inter-personal relationship based on a mutually agreed upon commitment to one 

another involving love, trust, honesty, openness etc. 

How is your relationship with God?  

Is your relationship with God based on love, trust, honesty and openness?  

God is all about those things.  

You need to ask yourself - are you a Justin or an Angela?  

What does love look like? 

John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 

perish, but have eternal life. 

That is love. 

Benefits of a relationship with God: 

• Eternal life. 

• A home in heaven. 

• Freedom from worry and anxiety. 

• Spiritual riches. 

• Personal power to overcome. (Includes personal power to change people's lives and situations through Jesus 

and giving Him the glory.) 

• Purpose for living. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rZklNXMkNs


 

An affair is a sexual relationship; romantic friendship, or passionate attachment between two people, without the 

attached person’s significant other knowing. 

How is your passionate attachment with the riches of the world? 

How much time do you spend with God in comparison with the amount of time you spend with the things you like? 

We're married and committed to the Lord, why are we having an affair with the world? 

Hosea 4:15-19 (The Message Paraphrase) 

“You’ve ruined your own life, Israel — but don’t drag Judah down with you! Don’t go to the sex shrine at Gilgal, don’t 

go to that sin city Bethel, Don’t go around saying ‘God bless you’ and not mean it, taking God’s name in vain. Israel is 

stubborn as a mule. How can God lead him like a lamb to open pasture? Ephraim is addicted to idols. Let him go. 

When the beer runs out, it’s sex, sex, and more sex. Bold and sordid debauchery — how they love it! The whirlwind 

has them in its clutches. Their sex-worship leaves them finally impotent.” 

The affair had them Impotent and ineffective. 

Israel had an affair with God, not a relationship. 

The cause: 

• Spending time with the wrong people. 

o For when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not 

wholly devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been. (1 Kings 11:4) 

o Angel: “I love you more than I love them.” 

How does God feel sitting at the table wanting to spend quality time with you? 

What boyfriends are you bringing with?  

• Spending time in the wrong places. 

o It does matter what you see. 

o It does matter what you hear. 

o Angela: “Why are you being so selfish? We spend the majority of our time together!” 

God just gets the little bits and pieces. 

• Developing the Wrong Passions 

o The passions of your old life. 

o God is the best, but our flesh doesn't always believe it. 

o We shouldn't feed the cravings of our flesh. 

Do you think what happened at the restaurant is fair on Justin? No. Do you think it's fair on God? 

An affair begins in the heart. 

It fills every part of your life. 

You are either moving forward towards God, or you are moving backwards away from Him. 

The consequence: 

• You hurt yourself. 

• Stress. 

• Unnecessary heartaches.  

• You hurt others. 

• You create confusion. 

o You show the wrong example. 

• You lead others astray. 


