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Our house: 

• A house is an important place in our lives. It is a place that resembles something special. If we are renting or 

own a property, we talk about our house. When we invite people over, we say “Come over to our place”. 

• As a parent you want to protect your children from harm. There are so many scary things happening in the 

world that you want to protect them from. When your kids are home you feel more at ease. They are under 

your covering and protection, where you can take care of them and supply their needs, such as food and 

clothes. The house is a place of refuge and security. 

• Kids in the house have access to your provisions and what you have. 

• Your kids can come and confide in you and get advice from you. It is a warm, family environment. 

• The house is so empty when your kids are not around. You miss them. 

• As longs as the kids stay with their parents, they are under their parents’ rules and authority. 

• Kids have duties whilst living with their parents in the house. Everybody in the house must bring their part to 

make the house function. 

• How many of you said as a kid you are going to run away? As a child you get upset with rules and you’re your 

parents and threaten to run away and never come back. You usually only get to the end of the street when 

you realise that you have nowhere to go, no place to sleep, nothing else to wear and nothing to eat. 

• A house is a place where you train your kids to become mature and responsible adults. A place where they 

will be able to grow and one day leave the house and start their own families. Our kids take with them what 

we have installed in them.  

• We don’t chase our children out of the house - we bless them and send them to be a blessing, and they start 

their own families and install the same values in their children that we have taught them.  

• We train our children to become a blessing to others, at work, in their families or other areas where they are 

involved. 

No house: 

• When a person doesn’t have a house, he is homeless.  

• Do you allow homeless people to just come in and stay in your house?  

• Do you allow homeless people to come and tell you what to do in your house? 

• Homeless people usually also have a smell, because they have no place to wash themselves or their clothes.  

• Homeless people become outcasts, a sore eye in society.  

• Homeless people don’t have work and they are usually not willing to work.  

• Homeless people crowd together. 

There is a distinction between person in a house and outside of a house. 

Ephesians 1:22-23 

And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His 

body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

The church is the body of believers of Christ - of which Christ is the Head. 

The house is your connection to the body of Christ. 

You cannot be connected to Christ unless you are also connected to the body. 

 

 



 “Going to a church doesn’t make you a Christian any more than going to McDonald’s makes you a hamburger!” 

Just because you go to church, doesn't mean it's your house. 

It is your accurate connection to Christ and His body/house that makes you a Christian. 

Luke 15:11-32 

The Prodigal son 

And He said, “A man had two sons.  The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate 

that falls to me.’ So he divided his wealth between them.  And not many days later, the younger son gathered 

everything together and went on a journey into a distant country, and there he squandered his estate with loose 

living.  Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that country, and he began to be 

impoverished.  So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields 

to feed swine.  And he would have gladly filled his stomach with the pods that the swine were eating, and no one was 

giving anything to him.  But when he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have more 

than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger!  I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I 

have sinned against heaven, and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your 

hired men.”’  So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 

compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  But the father said to his slaves, 

‘Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet;  and bring the 

fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and celebrate;  for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was 

lost and has been found.’ And they began to celebrate. “Now his older son was in the field, and when he came and 

approached the house, he heard music and dancing.  And he summoned one of the servants and began inquiring 

what these things could be.  And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf 

because he has received him back safe and sound.’ But he became angry and was not willing to go in; and his father 

came out and began pleading with him. But he answered and said to his father, ‘Look! For so many years I have been 

serving you and I have never neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me a young goat, so that I 

might celebrate with my friends; but when this son of yours came, who has devoured your [i]wealth with prostitutes, 

you killed the fattened calf for him.’ And he said to him, ‘Son, you [j]have always been with me, and all that is mine is 

yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live and was lost and 

has been found.’” 

Summary of the Parable: 

• 3 Characters: Father, and 2 Sons – Loving Father, faithful son and unfaithful son. 

• Both sons where staying with their Father. 

• The father provided for both sons. 

• The father gave to both sons - not just the son that asked for a portion of the inheritance. 

• The father was a fair/righteous man. 

• Everything belonged to the father, he did not owe his sons anything. 

• The youngest son left the house, his father did not send him away. 

• The younger son that left cut off his connection with his father and the house completely. 

• The younger son was reckless with his inheritance that was entrusted to him. 

• The older son remained at home and ruled with his father in the house. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+15%3A11-32&version=NASB#fen-NASB-25619i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+15%3A11-32&version=NASB#fen-NASB-25620j


There are 3 parables in Luke 15. 

The 2 parables prior to the prodigal son are the parables about the lost sheep and the lost coin. 

These parables all reflect the heart of the Father. 

In the first 2 parables, the people go searching for what is lost – but in this parable, the Father waits for the return of 

His son that was lost. 

In this parable it is evident that the Father does not force the son to stay with Him, but gives the son a free will to 

choose. 

To me, this is a story of a Father longing for His sons to be accurately connected to His house and to Him. 

Genesis 12:1-4 

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your father’s house, To 

the land which I will show you; And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; 

And so you shall be a blessing; And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in 

you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” So Abram went forth as the Lord had spoken to him; and Lot went 

with him. Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 

God sent Abraham; Abraham didn’t leave out of rebellion. 

God instructed Abraham to go, he didn't leave, he was sent to be a blessing. 

Abraham took a step of faith when he left everything he knew behind. 

Country, family and the fathers house. 

There was a promise for his obedience. 

Where there is obedience there is multiplication. 

Abraham was blessed and a blessing to others. 

God protected Abraham. 

Back to the parable of the prodigal son: 

Things Experienced outside the House: 

If you're no longer connected to the house, you're in trouble. 

• There is no discipline or control. Wildlife! He spent as if there is no tomorrow. His resources were wasted on 

people who didn’t care for him. 

• He experienced famine. 

• He experienced lack 

• He became a slave in a foreign country. 

• He experienced hunger for the first time, to the point of desiring pigs’ food. 

• He longed for the good old days when he was in the house. 

• He experienced deception. 

• He experienced rejection. 

• He was now a slave, not a son to a master who didn’t appreciate his work. 

• He was homeless. 

• He had a low self-esteem and self-worth. 

 

 

 



Things Experienced inside the House: 

• Discipline and guidance. 

• Acceptance. 

• Refuge, security and protection. 

• You are fed in the house. 

• Talents are developed and encouraged in the house. 

• You are a Son in the house, not a slave. 

• He ruled with the father. 

• The house was a place of life and family. 

• There is love in the house. With love comes correction. 

• There is communion in the house. 

The house he left was an awesome place 

The Heart of the Father: 

• Waiting in anticipation for his sons return. 

• Wants to welcome him back. 

• He reinstates his position in the house and puts him back under His covering with a cloak. 

• He reinstates his authority with the ring. 

• He places shoes back on His sons’ feet. Slaves walked with bare feet the shoes were another symbol of 

reinstatement in the house. 

• He throws a feast to announces His sons return 

The Eldest Son: 

He remained in the house. 

Even though most would have felt he was faithful in staying and not squandering his inheritance, he was not 

connected to his father and the house. 

The eldest son’s heart was revealed when his brother returned. 

He was self-centred and justified himself, how hard he worked and served. 

He questioned why his father never threw a party for him, after all, he deserved it. 

He couldn’t be happy for his brother’s return, but rather judged him. 

Then he questioned the father’s judgement in accepting his brother back. 

The Youngest Son: 

The youngest son lost his way, but realised his mistake. 

There was repentance in his heart, and he longed to be with his father and in his father’s house. 

He was willing to work as a slave instead of a son. 

Due to his heart condition the reckless son was reinstated by the father. 

The youngest son connects with the father’s heart when repenting, willing to be the least in the house. 

 

 

 

 



Accurately Connected 

God is interested in our hearts. 

Luke 10:27  

 And he answered, “YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL 

YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR NEIGHBOUR AS YOURSELF.”  

• Obedience. 

• Connected to the house. 

• Not just working for God, but your heart is connected to God. 

• Where there is sin, repent. 

• He abides in you (You have accepted Him to rule in you and through you), you abide in Him (You have given 

up your will for His will) 

If you want to be accurately connected to the house, it's about the heart’s condition. 

Be willing to acknowledge sin and go back. 

God has given us the SIM card we need for the connection, the Holy Spirit, allowing us access to the heavenly 

privileges we need to be the sons He's called us to be. 

Sin is the barriers that make us lose signal, let's not cut ourselves off from our connection, rule and reign with the 

Father in the accurate connection He’s called us for. 

Homework: 

1. Read John 15. What has God spoken to you in this chapter? 

2. Are you sure you are accurately connected to the house? The Pharisees and Scribes thought they where 

accurately connected. The Eldest son thought he was accurately connected. 

3. How would you know that you are accurately connected? 

 


