
What’s Your Story? 
16 September 2018 

Sunday evening service  

Eugene Maree 

 

Liken the following activity to a gameshow: 

The attributes of Biblical characters will be listed below and then you need to figure out who it is. 

Let’s play! 

Occupation: 

• Caretaker 

• Gardener 

• Farmer 

Interesting Fact: 

• The only man who never had an earthly mother or father. 

Strengths: 

• The first zoologist. 

• The first landscape architect. 

• Father of the human race. 

Weaknesses: 

• Blame shifter. 

• Couldn’t resist peer pressure. 

• Avoided responsibility. 

• Blamed others. 

• Chose to hide rather than to confront. 

• Made excuses rather than admitting the truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Occupation: 

• Farmer. 

• Shipbuilder. 

• Preacher. 

Interesting Fact: 

• His obedience meant a long-term commitment to a project. 

Strengths: 

• Only follower of God left in his generation. 

• Second father of the human race. 

• Man of patience, consistency and obedience. 

• First major shipbuilder. 

Weaknesses: 

• A drunk. 

• Slept naked. 

• He embarrassed himself in front of his sons. 

 

Occupation: 

• Wife. 

• Mother. 

• Household manager. 

Interesting Fact: 

• She was the first mail order bride. 

Strengths: 

• When confronted with a need, she took immediate action. 

• She was accomplishment orientated. 

Weaknesses: 

• Her initiative was not always balanced by wisdom. 

• She favoured one of her sons. 

• She deceived her husband. 



 - We must be careful that our initiatives are always balanced by wisdom.  

 

 

 

Occupation: 

• Shepherd. 

• Warrior. 

• King of Israel. 

Interesting Fact: 

• Known as a man after God’s own heart. 

Strengths: 

• Courageous and strong in battle. 

• Trusted in God for protection. 

• Loyal. 

• Loved God deeply and passionately. 

Weaknesses: 

• Adulterer. 

• Murderer. 

• Wilfully disobeyed God. 

 

Occupation: 

• Prophet. 

• Lawgiver. 

• Leader of the Israelites. 

Interesting Fact: 

• Couldn’t stay out of trouble and was always around when conflict broke out. 

Strengths: 

• Egyptian education. 

• Desert training. 

• Greatest Jewish leader. 

• Prophet and lawgiver. 

Weaknesses: 

• Failed to enter the promised land because of disobedience to God. 



 

 

Occupation: 

• Judge. 

Interesting Fact: 

• Will put Arnold Schwarzenegger to shame.  

Strengths: 

• Dedicated to God from birth as a Nazarite. 

• Known for his feats and strength. 

• Began to free Israel from Philistine oppression. 

Weaknesses: 

• Violated his vow and God’s laws on many occasions. 

• Was controlled by sensuality. 

• Confined in the wrong people. 

• Used his gifts and abilities unwisely. 

 

 

Occupation: 

• What are the plans and purposes God has for your life? 

Jeremiah 29:11 is easy to study, but what are you doing about it? 

Interesting Fact: 

Matthew 7:21-23 

“Knowing the correct password—saying ‘Master, Master,’ for instance—isn’t going to get you 

anywhere with me. What is required is serious obedience—doing what my Father wills. I can see it 

now—at the Final Judgment thousands strutting up to me and saying, ‘Master, we preached the 

Message, we bashed the demons, our God-sponsored projects had everyone talking.’ And do you 

know what I am going to say? ‘You missed the boat. All you did was use me to make yourselves 

important. You don’t impress me one bit. You’re out of here.’ 

Self-study: What are my personal strengths and weaknesses? 

Looking at David’s life: 

1. He was a man after God’s own heart. 

- What a title – would you like that as your eulogy? 

2. Was David’s life easy? 



- He understood his purpose. 

- He stayed close to God (in His Word; in prayer). 

- He loved God. 

- He was humble. 

- He was easy to repent (He said he was sorry, he made things right and did not do it 

again).  

Some facts: 

1. God is honest in His depiction of the human condition. 

- Misrepresentation/putting on a mask causes damage. 

- The Gospel invites us to come into, and live in, the light. 

2. Dysfunction cannot be a stumbling block. 

- It’s not so much what our issues are, but how we handle our issues. 

- Don’t let your heart condemn you, God is greater than your heart. 

3. Sin has consequences. 

- Pain, brokenness, loss and even death follow our bad choices. 

- Avoid sin to escape the incredible pain that accompanies it. 

4. We do not have to feel alone in our sufferings. 

5. There is most certainly grace to be had. 

- No one can unscramble scrambled eggs – except God. 

- Take your scrambled lives to God Who understands and has mercy. 

 

How can we turn our weaknesses into God’s strength? 

1. When we are humble enough to admit our weaknesses. 

- This should not be hard for us. 

- Be honest. 

- Listen to your conscience. 

- Remember that you are human, like everyone else. 

2. When we are GRATEFUL enough to focus on the Father’s grace. 

- Loving God because of what He has done for us is the only adequate motivation for 

serving Him – not guilt, not religion, not fear, not duty. 

John 3:16 - “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 

3. When we are DETERMINED enough to rejoice in spite of our weakness. 

- We can turn our weaknesses into strengths when we are determined to rejoice in all 

situations. 

- Armed with humility, gratitude and determination, there is… 

o No mountain you can’t climb. 

o No river you can’t cross. 

o No giant you can’t slay. 

o No challenge you can’t overcome. 

You have the strength! 

The question remains: 



               


