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Hosea 2:6-7 

“Therefore, behold, I will hedge up her way with thorns, And I will build a wall against her so that she 

cannot find her paths. “She will pursue her lovers, but she will not overtake them; And she will seek 

them, but will not find them. Then she will say, ‘I will go back to my first husband, For it was better 

for me then than now!’ 

We know Hosea as the man who married the harlot, Gomer. 

They had three children and then it seems as though she leaves him and she goes to live with her 

lover. 

Her lover, then decides to sell her as a slave – and Hosea comes and buys his wife back. 

This passage of scripture is found around the time when Gomer decided to leave Hosea. 

It would sound nice if we said that it was Hosea speaking, but this is actually God speaking – and He 

is speaking about Israel. 

And He says that His harlot wife is Israel and He will intervene somehow and He will build up a hedge 

against her with thorns and He will build a wall against her so that she cannot find her paths. 

Which paths? 

Well, if it was Gomer, of course her paths to her lover. 

It is Israel -  it refers to Israel’s paths away from God towards the other gods. 

In our case: it could refer to wherever our paths lead us – where it should not lead us. 

And God says: He will build a hedge up against her with thorns. 

When God builds hedges and walls, He doesn’t speak about physical walls and hedges. 

He speaks about things that He’s going to put in place to stop the people from sinning; to stop them 

from going their paths. 

We still find this today. 

God comes and He intervenes and somehow He stops us from doing things that are wrong. 

We sometimes wonder why things don’t go the way we want it to go. 

Later you realize “Thank You, God, that this went ‘wrong’. Thank you that it didn’t go the way that I 

wanted it to go.” 

God puts those blockades in at the right time to stop me from doing what I shouldn’t do. 

I’m not saved by the good deeds I do, I’m saved through Jesus Christ, because I have a relationship 

with Jesus Christ. 

Why then, does God put these blockages in my way? 



“Crosses and obstacles in an evil course are great blessings, and are to be so accounted; they are 

God's hedges, to keep us from transgressing, to make the way of sin difficult, and to keep us from it.” 

– Matthew Henry 

Revelations 2:4-5 

But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Therefore remember from where you 

have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove 

your lampstand out of its place—unless you repent. 

1. God could have left them. 

But He didn’t – He was involved with the church, He cared about the church. 

He intervened somehow, He spoke to them.  

In the same way today, when God puts up those hedges; walls; blockades – it is God’s way of 

showing that He is still involved with us. 

He still cares about us. 

He hasn’t written us off. 

He is still busy with us. 

He is still walking the road. 

2. He wants them to repent – and He tells them that. 

He wants them to turn back to Him. 

In the story of the prodigal son: the son realised he had to go back; he had to turn around – back to 

his father. 

He had to repent, he had to go back to God. 

God’s desire is never just for people to be lost. 

Ezekiel 33:11  

Say to them, ‘As I live!’ declares the Lord God, ‘I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 

rather that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn back, turn back from your evil ways! Why 

then will you die, O house of Israel?’ 

I love this verse, because it expresses the love, the concern of God, so wonderfully. 

In the New Testament when asked why Christ has not come back, He says “because I’m patient with 

you. I don’t want anybody to be lost.” 

God doesn’t want us to be lost – therefore, He comes in and He intervenes and He puts blockades, 

and He puts hinderances, and He puts hedges in the way, because He doesn’t want us to be lost. 

He wants us to repent. 

He wants us to return to Him. 

 



3. We can decide when these blockades are put up, and these hinderances are put up – we can decide, 

“What are we going to do about this?”. 

Are we going to respond, or are we simply going to find a way round it? 

Remember, God’s not going to continue to put up these blockades. 

He does it in the beginning. 

Because, the day would come – and in the Ephesian church He said, “Your lamp-stand will be 

removed from its place.” 

Your church will be no church anymore. 

It might be a gathering, but it won’t be a church anymore. 

For us as individuals, it means we will not be before God anymore – we will be lost again. 

Yes, a Christian can be lost again once he’s been saved. 

And we can come to the point, if we don’t respond, that we will be lost again. 

Hell is not where God wants us, but it’s possible to reach that place where we are lost again. 

We are not untouchable, because at some stage in our lives, we prayed the sinner’s prayer. 

That is not the solution for once and for all. 

We need to stay on the road. 

4. The Ephesian church didn’t “sin that terribly”. They didn’t perform hideous crimes and trespasses. In 

actual fact, God praises them for certain things they have done.  

What did they do wrong? 

They lost their first love. 

We might think, “that’s not that bad”, but we often sin from the wrong perspective. 

To Gomer, when she walked out on her husband and she went to her lover, she probably didn’t 

think what she was doing was that bad. 

BUT TO HOSEA, it was VERY bad. 

We often think of sin from our perspective, but we need to see sin from God's perspective. 

From God’s perspective – a small sin is not a small sin. 

It’s a sin – and it is sin that has become a wall of separation between God and man, because sin 

cannot enter the presence of God. 

The consequence of sin is death. 

It is not the sum-total of all your sins together that has the consequence of death. 

Every sin has the consequence of death. 

Every sin we commit/ed, cost Jesus His life on the cross. 

God had to radically intervene. 



Hosea 13:14 

Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol? Shall I redeem them from death? O Death, where are 

your thorns? O Sheol, where is your sting? Compassion will be hidden from My sight. 

Sheol refers to hell. 

God, many times, intervened for their sake. 

But death and hell would become a reality for them if they continued in their sin. 

However, Paul quotes this exact same scripture 

1 Corinthians 15:55-57 

O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the 

power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In his case – he takes the same scripture and he sees it from the positive side. 

BUT – Jesus intervened. 

Jesus came down to earth, being God. Due to our sin, He had to sacrifice His glorious existence in 

Heaven. Being God, He had to come down to earth, He had to face sin, he had to face death head-

on, He had to conquer death, He had to conquer hell, He had to conquer sin. 

And then, after He conquered sin and death – Paul could say, in a positive sense: “O death, where is 

your sting? Your sting has been removed! Your thorn has been removed, because  of what Jesus did 

on our behalf!” 

He has taken away that sting. 

If we find ourselves in a situation where we are caught up in sin, we have a solution. 

There is something we can do about it. The only thing you can do about it, is go to Jesus with it – 

because He has taken the sting away. He has taken the thorn away. 

Now, I need to repent, I need to turn back to Him. 

I need to commit to Him and sort out my relationship with Him. 

I believe God has something to say to us in giving me this scripture. 

I also believe that through this sermon, the Holy Spirit has already started speaking to you about 

something. Maybe it’s something you need to leave, or something you have to do. 

God says, “Let’s do something about it.” 

We need to confess our sins to God and admit we are wrong. We need to ask Him for forgiveness – 

and then we need to go do what God expects us to do. 

Proverbs 28:13 

He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, But he who confesses and forsakes them will 

find compassion. 

I believe we need to do some introspection, and sort out the things that He has pointed out to us. 


