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Who believes what we’ve heard and seen? Who would have thought God’s saving power would look like this? The 

servant grew up before God—a scrawny seedling, a scrubby plant in a parched field. There was nothing attractive 

about him, nothing to cause us to take a second look. He was looked down on and passed over, a man who suffered, 

who knew pain first-hand. One look at him and people turned away. We looked down on him, thought he was scum. 

But the fact is, it was our pains he carried— our disfigurements, all the things wrong with us. We thought he brought 

it on himself, that God was punishing him for his own failures. But it was our sins that did that to him, that ripped and 

tore and crushed him—our sins! He took the punishment, and that made us whole. Through his bruises we get 

healed. We’re all like sheep who’ve wandered off and gotten lost. We’ve all done our own thing, gone our own way. 

And God has piled all our sins, everything we’ve done wrong, on him, on him. He was beaten, he was tortured, but he 

didn’t say a word. Like a lamb taken to be slaughtered and like a sheep being sheared, he took it all in silence. Justice 

miscarried, and he was led off— and did anyone really know what was happening? He died without a thought for his 

own welfare, beaten bloody for the sins of my people. They buried him with the wicked, threw him in a grave with a 

rich man, Even though he’d never hurt a soul or said one word that wasn’t true. Still, it’s what God had in mind all 

along, to crush him with pain. The plan was that he give himself as an offering for sin so that he’d see life come from 

it—life, life, and more life. And God’s plan will deeply prosper through him. Out of that terrible travail of soul, he’ll see 

that it’s worth it and be glad he did it. Through what he experienced, my righteous one, my servant, will make many 

“righteous ones,” as he himself carries the burden of their sins. Therefore I’ll reward him extravagantly—the best of 

everything, the highest honours—Because he looked death in the face and didn’t flinch, because he embraced the 

company of the lowest. He took on his own shoulders the sin of the many, he took up the cause of all the black sheep. 

Not Isaiah 53:5, but ISAIAH 53:6 

All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us 

all To fall on Him. 

What are we looking for? 

• Are you on the road following and leading you to God's plan for your life, or your own plan? 

Sheep generally have their heads down – eating. 

This is how they get lost – they follow the food and they don’t look where they’re going. 

• What are we looking for? Are we heads down looking for fleshly desires/material things? 

It’s when we wander off following our desires and we’re alone that the wolves attack. 

• Are you going to trust God, even if you don't get what you want? 

What is God looking for? 

John 4:23-24 

But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and Truth; for such 

people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in Spirit and 

Truth.” 

• Are you a true worshipper? 

 



Phariseeism 

The behaviour of a sanctimonious and self-righteous person. 

Attributes: 

• When there’s a problem - “It's not me it's you”. 

• "I can't do anything wrong, it's everyone else" 

• Universalism - thinking everyone's saved. 

The only way is through Jesus Christ. 

3-Point Check List: 

1. Examine 

Check your heart. 

What are your motives? 

What is your relationship with God about? 

What is the story behind what you're doing? 

2. Change 

Make the decision to worship God in Spirit and in Truth (from your heart and as a lifestyle) 

3. Prioritize 

Make sure God is the first thing you think of when you wake up in the mornings, as you go through your day 

and when you go to sleep. 

It's costly to put God first, but look to the reward. 

Ways of going astray 

• Recounting: Keeping record of everything you've done for God. 

Luke 18:9-14 

And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others 

with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee 

stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, 

or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing some 

distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful 

to me, the sinner!’ I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts 

himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

• Rebelling: Just doing time - going to church, but your heart is far from God. 

o Younger Prodigal son 

• Resenting: A heart of self-pity – a loyal servant, but feel done in. 

o Older Prodigal son 

• Reclining: Master and the talents. The lazy servant who buried the talent - sitting back and doing nothing 

o Doesn't care about the Master's Work and what the Master wants. 

Keeping on track 

What is really important? 

God 

Lying is easy, especially when you’re lying to yourself. 

• Are you honest? 

• Do you do everything to honour God? 

 



We need a reality check. 

• What are your friends for? To keep you on track or off track? 

• Are you doing this for God or for you? 

• If you didn't tell them, would people know you are a Christian? 

o Does your lifestyle say: “I worship the king of Kings”? 

• Pray with an open Bible 

o Read your Bible daily 

o Learn the secret of prayer 

▪ Every prayer that you pray will be answered: Sometimes the answer is yes, sometimes the answer is 

no and sometimes the answer is wait. 

• God knows better 

o God knows when it's something you want, but don't really need. 

o God cares about your whole life, not your Spiritual Life. 

• Rely constantly on the Holy Spirit 

• Attend church regularly 

o If you're not filled up, you're not going anywhere. 

• Be a witnessing Christian 

o What does your life testify? 

• Let live be the ruling principle of your life 

o John 13:35 - By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

• Learn how to meet temptation. 

o Temptation is not sin, yielding to the temptation is sin. 

o Let Christ through the Holy Spirit do the fighting for you. 

• Live about your circumstances. 

o Don't let it get you down 

o The Lord Himself is with you - He will use your circumstances to glorify His Name. 

 

Your motivation and purpose for learning; serving; worshiping; giving; reaching; reading; praying - is to grow and to 

live for God and His people. 

 

Focus on Jesus, His cross, His resurrection and His Kingdom. 


