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Matthew 5v17-19 

The Jews gave a lot of authority to the Old Testament.  

The scribes and Pharisees saw it as their job to protect it. 

The authority of the OT is one of the places that Jesus and the Pharisees clashed quite often. 

The Pharisees proclaimed scripture as the Word of God. 

Lifestyle is important - God expects us to be holy. 

(Matthew 23 Jesus discusses the lifestyle of the Pharisees, and how their lifestyle disagreed with 

what they preached). 

Jeremiah 23 (he calls out the false prophets saying they don't live the lifestyle they proclaim). 

Deuteronomy 13v1-5 

Prophesies are accurate bit they try to mislead you from God - they are false prophets. 

Prophecies coming true is not the sign that someone is a true prophet. 

Matthew speaks about the end times of how false prophets will perform miracles and signs - yet 

they are not prophets from God. 

Matthew 7v20-23 

They need to live the lifestyle. 

Lifestyle is much more important than peripheral teachings. 

One of the most powerful arguments against the church is that the church is a bunch of hypocrites - 

we don't live what we proclaim. 

Matthew 19v3-12 

Deuteronomy 24v1-4 

Jesus confirmed what Deuteronomy said about marriage, the Pharisees tried to change theology to 

suit what they wanted. 

Jeremiah 23v17-32 

They're proclaiming peace, but there is no peace. 

Isaiah 30v9-14 

People don't want to hear the parts of scripture that is strict, they want the pleasant parts only - 

they were actually rejecting God.  

2 Timothy 3v1-4v8 

Speak about the lifestyle of the false prophets, the power they speak of is their lifestyle - stay away 

from those prophets. 

They are misled and are misleading others. 

They used the scriptures in such a way as to sanction their own ideas. 

The bible is the Word of God as written, not as interpreted. 



Galatians 1v6-10 

They want to please people.  

Removing things from scripture 

Pharisees removed the 5th commandment - Matthew 5v3-6, Mark 7v8-13 

They interpreted scripture in a way that was pleasing to them. 

They diluted scripture. 

They will only proclaim the pleasant parts of scripture, even if they don't directly delete the parts 

they dislike. 

Acts 20v26-27 

Paul was innocent of anyone's blood because he proclaimed the full truth (the 'good' and the 'bad'). 

Deuteronomy 4v2; 12v32 (see Revelations 22v18-19) 

You may not add or take away anything from scripture.  

There's a price to pay to be a Christian -it's not always fun and roses. People need to know that. 

Adding to scripture  

Matthew 15v2-14; Mark 7v5-16 

Sometimes the teachings of the church become more important than the scriptures itself. 

We often overemphasize prophetic words (yes, there are true prophetic words), but we sometime 

focus so much on that, that we forget the bible. 

1 John 4 tells us to test the prophecy against scripture. 

Acts 17v11 

Jeremiah 23v16-28 

Prophets proclaimed own ideas - it's chaff. 

There are words that are not the Word of God, we need to check them against the Word of God. 

Deuteronomy 4v2, 13v32 

Proverbs 30v6 

1 John 4v1 

Acts 17v11 

Revelations 22v18-19 

Be careful when we listen to people speaking, even Christians. Are they speaking bible truth or their 

own truth? 

If their lifestyle disagrees with what they are saying, we need to put a question mark behind them.  

Read scripture in the context that it is written. 

We need to know the bible - if someone comes against you with theology, how will you support 

what you are saying if you tell them "that's not what the bible says".  

 


