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Mark 5:18-20 

As He was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed was imploring Him that he might 

accompany Him. And He did not let him, but He *said to him, “Go home to your people and report to them 

what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you.” And he went away and began 

to proclaim in Decapolis what great things Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed. 

An elderly woman was standing on the dock with her pastor, waving “goodbye” to her youngest son. He 

was on his way to the mission field, where all his brothers had already gone before him. “There goes my 

youngest now, and all I have done all my life was to look after my children. What have I ever done for the 

Lord, and now I am too old to do anything,” the old lady told him. “Never think that,” the pastor 

responded. “You have led all your children to Christ and prepared them for the mission field. You have 

done something amazing.”  

We sometimes underestimate the roll of the light we shine, and we think of it as insignificant or valueless. 

This could easily have been how the demoniac of Gedara felt when Jesus did not allow him to go with Him. 

Our witness is significant and valuable, because God makes it significant and valuable.  

Along the North-Eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee is a small settlement, Kersa, in the district of Gedara, 

where we find some cliffs where pigs could possibly fall into the sea. There are also many small caves, 

which were probably used as tombs in Jesus’ day, where even up to today - criminals hide out who are 

infamous for robbing especially tourists who visit the area.   

It was probably in this area where possibly two demoniacs (Math 8:28), stayed (although one received the 

attention)  “...no one was able to bind... any-more, even with a chain; because he had often been bound 

with shackles and chains, and the chains had been torn apart by him and the shackles broken in pieces, and 

no one was strong enough to subdue him.” “Constantly, night and day, he was screaming among the tombs 

and in the mountains, and gashing himself with stones.” “For a long time this man had gone without clothes 

and would not stay at home, but spent his time in the burial caves.” He was “so fierce that no one dared 

travel on that road.” Now, this is insignificant and valueless. 

This was not a pretty sight, but then he met with Jesus. Jesus drove out many evil spirits – so much so that 

when Jesus asked him for his name, the evil spirits answered, “My name is Legion; for we are many.” Not 

the ideal candidate I would have chosen to send out to the mission field. 

I would have imagined that the people from the area would have been over-joyed to see this man healed 

and normal, but instead they asked Jesus to leave. They did not want Him there, and He obliged. 

However, when Jesus was on His way, this man, whom we only know as Legion, asked Jesus whether he 

could go with Him. The language here implies that he wanted to become a disciple of Jesus, but Jesus did 

not allow it.  

It is interesting that when the demons asked Jesus whether they could go into the pigs, Jesus allowed it. 

When the people from the vicinity asked Jesus to leave, once again He did it. Why would Jesus have given 

in to the others, but not allow this person to become His disciple? He must have had something up His 

sleeve. 

What Jesus did tell him was to (:19), “Go home to your people and report to them what great things the 

Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you.”  



There are four things I want us to notice here: 

1. We are never spiritually too young (or too immature as a Christian) to share what Jesus has done for us. 

Hand in hand with this, we are also never too young to witness. How long could this demoniac possibly 

have known Jesus? The people who watched the pigs reported in town what had happened, and they came 

and requested Jesus to leave the area. My guess is somewhere between a few hours to a maximum of two 

days. That is not a long time. We sometimes think that a person has to have walked a long time with Christ 

and has to be a strong and mature Christian to be able to witness. Young Christians are very often better 

witnesses, as their life has just been changed and their friends have seen the change, and they still have 

contact with their worldly buddies. Mature Christians very seldom have this natural contact with the world, 

and they need to make a concerted effort to meet people of the world. If we think of the age of Bible 

heroes – many were still quite young. Samuel was probably between 13 and 14 when he was called as a 

prophet. Jeremiah was possibly only 17, while Isaiah could not have been much older, considering the 

period of time he served as prophet. The possible age Mary conceived Jesus she was also very young. 

 

2. The second thing is that Jesus did not expect him to share some complex theological truths, but simply 

“...what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you.”  We do not need to share 

some complex message to our people, but all we need to tell them is what Jesus has done for us. This is a 

simple witness, just like how we would tell people about an accident we saw. Simply share what Jesus has 

done for you. Jesus simply needs to become part of our everyday conversation (without overdoing it.) After 

Stephan was martyred (Acts 8), the leaders remained in Jerusalem, while the members fled, and wherever 

they came they shared the Gospel. In Antioch so many became Christians that they sent to Peter and told 

him, “You better come and help us out here a bit!” We should also remember that it is not so much what 

we say that carries the weight, but the life we live. People see our lives. They see that we have changed, 

and that we love and care for one another, and that is what draws them to Christ. 

 
 

3. The third thing Jesus told him was to tell the people about the great things the Lord has done for him. That 

is what our witness should be = What the Lord has done. We are not witnessing about others, and 

especially not of how great we are. So often we hear concealed bragging in people’s witnesses. If we are 

Christians, all should in fact be about God. After Paul’s experience in Athens, he wrote (1 Cor 2:2) 

“...determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” He decided to be God-

focussed, and specifically refer to what Jesus had done for him. This is what our witness should do – it 

should refer to Jesus, and what He has done for us. It should be God-focussed. 

 

4. The fourth thing to notice here (Mark 5:19), is that Jesus told him, “...Go home to your people.” He was not 

sent to some far-off country, but to his people. “Our people” are often our first mission field. Even in his 

mission command, Jesus starts to mention Jerusalem first, and then He went on to mention (Act 1:8) “all 

Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” Clearly the implication is not that nobody 

should go to the remotest parts of the earth, but that we should all start with our people. The majority of 

believers will never go to the remotest parts of the earth, but they would only witness to their own people, 

their family and friends. We do, however, need to shine our light there where we stay. Our family, our 

friends, our colleagues need to know that we are Christians. Jesus said (Mark 8:38), “For whoever is 

ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed 

of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” This man, however, went a little 

farther (:20) "he went away and began to proclaim in Decapolis what great things Jesus had done for him; 

and everyone was amazed." I would imagine that he started telling his own family what had happened to 

him, but then he went to his little village, and probably then to his town, and then into the area, because 

the mouth speaks what the heart is full of. 



Think of an exciting event in your life – we want to share it with others. Decapolis was an area of ten cities 

on the Eastern side of the sea of Galilee, of which Gadara was part.  That, however, was not the last time 

that Jesus went into that area, but possibly a few months later, Jesus returned there and spent that part of 

His ministry working primarily amongst heathen people. This is where the story of this demoniac of Gadara 

becomes exciting. 

 

Although it is very difficult to place things exactly, we read about it roughly around Matthew 15 (Mark 7). 

The Bible also mentions a few important things that happened in this heathen territory. Jesus healed the 

daughter of the Syrophoenician Woman (the one who told Jesus that the dogs eat the crumbs falling from 

their masters' table), and the deaf and mute man (on whose tongue Jesus put saliva and his fingers in his 

ears), which Mark specifically mentions happened at Decapolis. Matthew says of the same occasion (15:30-

31), "And large crowds came to Him, bringing with them those who were lame, crippled, blind, mute, and 

many others, and they laid them down at His feet; and He healed them. So the crowd marvelled as they saw 

the mute speaking, the crippled restored, and the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the 

God of Israel."  

 

The last time Jesus was in that area, He was requested to leave. This time the people were open to Him – 

they were hungry for Him and brought their sick, their lame, and even themselves. It is even probable that 

the second multiplication of fish and bread happened here in Decapolis, because the people were not eager 

to leave Jesus. 

What made the difference? 

The Bible does not answer this question, but it is quite possible that this demoniac's witness was effective. 

He was probably the one who prepared the hearts of the people to be open to Jesus. He must have had an 

impact on his vicinity. Being young in the faith, or simply being young, is not an excuse. Not knowing what 

to say is not an excuse. Being scared that we might have no impact on others is also not an excuse. My wife, 

at some stage, had a preschool. One of those little children told her parents that she wants to go to “Aunty 

Rene’s church,” and a whole family joined the church because of the witness of a preschool child.  

David Brainerd literally gave his life sharing the Gospel to the Indians, but it seemed ineffective during his 

life. At the young age of twenty nine tuberculosis claimed his life, and it was only after that - that revival 

broke out among those Indians.  

Monica, mother of Augustine, prayed for-, and witnessed to him for 17 years, crying many tears for him, 

before he finally gave his life to the Lord, and became one of the greatest theologians of his time. 

 

We might not always know what to say. We might not see the value or the effectiveness of our witness, but 

God sees it and He can use it. Even though we might not see a single fruit from our witness, God can still 

use it, and to Him it is important. 


